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OVERVIEW 
 
TASKS 
 
Questions 
Reading + repeating 
Long-turns 
Collaborations 
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SKILLS 
 

Asking and answering questions 
Expressing a viewpoint 

Collaborating with others 
...  

GAMES 
 

reading and interfering 
 simultaneous reading 

 situation puzzles 
 animals and owners 
 speaking chess 

hats 
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TASKS 
Questions 
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TASKS 
Questions 
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TASKS 
Reading  
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TASKS 
Reading and repeating 
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TASKS 
Long turns: 
-  Description 
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TASKS 
Long turns: 
-  Description 
-  Comparison 
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TASKS 
Collaborations 

 



THE ABILITY 
TO… 
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ü  Communicate clearly and express ideas coherently 

ü  Communicate opinions and info on everyday topics and participate in a 

[simple] social interaction 

ü  Ask and answer a range of questions on familiar experiences 

ü  Express personal opinion, giving reasons for views and preferences 

ü  Analyse, discuss and speculate about issues at length using 

appropriate language 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Pronu 





SPEAKING 
SKILLS 

Aida Rodomanchenko, IFL HSE 

Micro skills 

Macro skills  

Global 
speaking skills 

Communicate 
clearly 

Participate in 
social 

interactions 

Ask questions Answer 
questions Express ideas 



MACRO 
SKILLS 
TESTED 
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ü  Speaking for a purpose 

ü  Producing fluent speech 

ü  Using correct pronunciation and stress patterns 

ü  Asking questions 

ü  Turn-taking 

ü  Inviting ideas and opinions of a partner 

ü  Analysing, discussing and speculation about issues at length 

ü  Speaking under timed conditions 



MICRO 
SKILLS 
TESTED 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 



TASK 1.1 
Interactive reading 
 
S1: reads aloud + answer 
questions 
S2: asks questions + 
summarizes info 
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If you still doubt to come to Yekaterinburg, Russia because 
you think it is a small village somewhere in deep Siberia, where 
wild people with balalaikas walk along the streets teaming up 
with even wilder bears, you’d better learn some facts at first. 
May be you will change your opinion. !

Yekaterinburg is a big industrial city with population about 
1.500.000 people. It is unofficially named the "third capital" or 
the "capital of Urals". This is absolutely true as Yekaterinburg 
dominates the entire Ural region and has the most developed 
economy. It became the first city in the Soviet Union outside the 
two capitals to build a subway. !

For several years in a row Yekaterinburg has been leading in 
the national rating of most attractive cities for business by RBC. 
In 2002, UNESCO recognized the city as one of the 12 ideal 
cities of the world. !



TASK 1.2 
Interactive reading 
 
S1: reads aloud + answer 
questions 
S2: asks questions + 
summarizes info 
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Red is a prominent colour in Russian culture and history. The 
Russian word for red, ‘krasni’, was in the past also used to 
describe something beautiful, good or honourable. Today, it is 
used mostly to indicate something red in colour. Yet, many 
important sites and cultural artifacts still reflect the combined 
usage of the word. !

During the Soviet period, red became a part of daily life from 
an early age. Virtually all children were members of a communist 
youth group, Pioneers, and were required to wear a red scarf 
around their necks to school every day.!

Many place names in Russia contain the root word for ‘red’ or 
‘beautiful’. The most prominent example is Red Square, or 
‘Krasnaya ploshad’, which sits next to the Kremlin. The name of 
the Square originally comes from the beauty of it and predates the 
Bolshevik Revolution and communism associated with this colour.!
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Interactive reading 



TASK 2.1 
‘Simultaneous’ reading 
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According to a new study published in the 
journal Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, cheetahs are heading toward 
extinction, and different conservation efforts are 
needed to protect the species. While 
acknowledging the difficulty in gathering data 
because of the cheetah’s tendency to travel 
over vast amounts of territory, the study cites an 
alarmingly low population estimate of only 7,100 
cheetahs remaining worldwide, with most found 
in six African countries.!



TASK 2.2 
‘Simultaneous’ reading 
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Many people have heard of jet streams, which 
are rivers of air in Earth’s atmosphere that travel 
at heights of between 20,000 and 45,000 feet. 
Meteorological jet streams separate colder air 
from warmer air, and the winds of these 
phenomena can reach speeds of up to 200 
miles per hour. This time of year, those of us in 
the Northern Hemisphere are very familiar with 
where the polar front jet stream is, because it 
pulls rainstorms, ice storms, and blizzards into 
its path.!
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Simultaneous reading 
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1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 

TASK 3  
Bingo 
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Location Directions Distance Places to visit 

Duration / length Dates Opening/working 
hours 

Beginning/End of 
smth 

Price / cost Special offers / 
discounts Entrance fee Booking / cards 

acceptance 

Availability of 
something If … is included Age restriction Accommodation 

TASK 3  
Bingo 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Bingo 
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TASK  
Situation puzzles 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Situation puzzles 



SKILLS 
TESTED 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 
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TASK  
Picture description 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Animals and owners 
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TASK 
Speaking chess 
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ü  Express ideas 

ü  Ask and answer questions 

ü  Express personal opinion 

ü  Give reasons 

ü  Analyse issues (compare and contrast) 

ü  Speak under timed conditions 

ü  Fluency 

ü  Pronunciation 

ü  Stress and intonation 

SKILLS 
Speaking chess 



 
 

Aida Rodomanchenko, IFL HSE 

SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCES 
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GUESS THE HAT 
St1: Chooses a hat and describes  
-  a person wearing it 
-  country of origin 
-  social position 
-  occupation 
St2: Guesses and describes a hat  
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WORD CLOUDS 
St1: Tell about N using as many words from 
the word cloud as possible 
St2: Ask clarifying questions  
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VIEWS AND 
PREFERENCES 
St1: Expresses his/her opinion on the issue 
St2: Contradicts + Justifies his/her view 
 
 Neutral K 

Polite =)!



E-mail: a.rodomanchenko@gmail.com  
arodomanchenko@hse.ru 

 
www.lang.hse.ru 

Thank you! 
 

Aida Rodomanchenko 
PhD, Associate Professor 
NATE board (2016-2019) 


